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Confrontation by Rightness (Li): Strategies in Urban
Collective Actions:The Rights-Defending Movement of the
Homeowners in Southern Garden, Guangzhou

Zhu Jiangang

Abstract; Since thel990s, homeowners’ rights-defending actions in the rapid
process of urbanization have attracted our attention. This paper provides
narratives and analyses of a collective protest concerning issues around
community management fees and homeowners’ committee in a suburb
community of Guangzhou. It argues that in the rights-defending movement by
the middle class, with the middle-aged and senior residents being its main
body, its action strategies are not just out of the law-based confrontation, but
more so influenced by the multicultural logic of rightness-based confrontation

including actors’ legal confrontation out of benefit rationality, everyday life
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moral balance as recognized and sought after based on the concept of “home,”
and the discourse/value system in people’ s struggles associated with the
political culture in past socialist campaign mobilizations. This sort of rightness-
based confrontation in the urban community governance shares some similarity
with, but at the same time, differs somewhat from the law-based confrontation
seen in the Chinese rural grassroots society. It propels the transformation of
the governance structure in the Chinese urban society.

Keywords: confrontation, strategy, socialist mass mobilization, collective

action
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FEERVELREANMINELAXTFRHRARFER”. EERHEN L,
ENNERE A G BNNTERN 56 F A7, 9k 2 B d 2 L%t 4
WENT BRI H BRI,

BRI, EAMBHEEEETHNEH. iH, ERXFMH

L XEHIFRE FIMEATHENEE BAEK.5REREFNE. ~EFRVEE
ATHRESHELTARZAMNKSH IR, FRE SR,

2. BEAMTEREREN 2% 2558 BIFEHN— Bt 2Es, M E, B ERA— &t &
FEX RN ENEERSTRL WHRERCMTAARRRELHES%E.
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A E UBRE S IE N EBER M TIE X E AT RSB
BRI, FErEEET 6.7 F B IRE T 4 Yl 28—
RPNk AR F TR BE R R A — WK, BUEE M EH X
BT T B AT E S AU G 2= T 4 E P E R, B TR R
S5 THPGED, BN BEEHLSMHBRD T .

M TFRABHSEHRD AT ZANDRER, XE “BFRIR”
MR G S EEREEZIMN  ETHRENARET RN LT MMk A
ERICIC LR ZE B SR B L E AT F TR B MA18
AT Eh .V Rit 5 Snow 1 Benford (1988) fif 3 8 i “AE R 4 R
[F] ) 2, X R B ME R IR R B R B YE AL Z 01, T2 R B R ZI M (B b
AR E.

HTERESE S EEEL—AREFHMEWME L T LI
A "HBEERT ETHERR, ZEFVIMXER TIT81E AR 2
R . SARKE T ZHMBE M EHE, TR T KD —NZ2H
BIABR X Fp HATEh . TR, R R BT G B BUBL BT A8 A 0 T I
FRPLVERANWGT R AR FBOARFEEREEHTERNER,

m.&it

MERVEZERE I A BE R 2510 R Bl 3B 19 3 o 7= I RO AR A X, i T
XANREEEFR, BiflEaR, M2 iF B A EX X AR EFH
WRIE, EETHREL S, FEWERENH XK ERRFITohERB X —
P BTy AT B2 DA AR X iy o 4R A CH AT R Bh T R,
X5 RATEZ WP AL S EEMIT SR A LA AN AV E R BT
R ABELL 28 A F (R ,2007)

RITAB, XM UBHSHREBTEERTIHNACE EWRER
4" (rightful resistance)(Q’Brien,1996), BlfTsh E R A ML B ER
WIR T B S E S REXT ERME R E RIS MO0 & %65 ¥k

L EREENE. XXM F RS G E MR I RS- S IA 4 & A F
e FE B LE 2 3 BOR Rl BB A Rl E B E SR T MRS B b R BT KR
B2 s X 230 B R 4R Bk B (Alana & Zha, 2007), 9T AL, BEO ) R TR Bt &
EXEFMBEENEEEHAAZ— AR SEATHHNL, S R SR E SRR £ B
BIBEARSh A b, BRI M MR s T 76 2 AT IRAT 80P E S B X P4 AL,
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1 751 R £ 34, 77 BORT B9 AN S RO R 3, R X R “ LA TR HE AL, A P
HEBIFHYSZE (M ,2007), XFAH“UBLS"HBEBE T
B AERZNEESURWER LR T, Bk, XBEETHHER
VRS ARHS  BRDRBREWBRAE  XRABEEERN X R
) &2 o PP AR 7 (D &2, 2001)

EET L ELENFNERNFFERMNEFOLEREN. &
oMMk EEFBEEBETSRAMFHELRBHOAL, TIEL T, #
g, BWEETHFEE P AN RO ML=, E0XE
(Liu, 1996) B 45 t #9, o B B9 38 7 & 18 B A9 2 28 81T “ IR i Rl R
(urban question) (Castells, 1977) , B 3% 11 89 & > B & M1 By 2 A F R X
EEFEABRPRENR CESEB TS EREEH#TES. YR, K
F R 2 Mz RR g KA AR, ERRMAAL T KM,
20 42 60.70 A LIR B S “ W 7 M R M4t &2 s R R “Fidt &iE
. 5UERNKRREHAR.FHEE8ITHEITNENERSS
NGO Bk & A2 3k [ % % 4 £ X FF & B A £ R % &K BUF (technocratic
government) K T # (Mollenkopf, 1983 ; Pickvance, 1975; Lowe, 1986;
Pahl,1969;Rex,1968) ; MAERF B EH&F , EERRRRHZEHR
K GRZIRE ., EAHEG P AR EMTHEE L FREETE
R ST T BUR A4k 9 B () B VR 241, (R B 4 R 4 L BORF AL DR B 1T AN
HBT IR

HK KRR EEIBRR B R LTFN, B 8583 £V L RBUF
FRIT, BE M AR AUBE VR R X B3 B T 38 09 55 B AT A (Li, 19965
2 ,2007) s MR Tk F (EEREA P =IO A ELSHEFRA
BIR, URSHBEEGHUO SN FEMINNe R EEE . E
HEME, NTTHE EZWEER ., EARE P, %80k EART LT, 8 U
A O AfmRessh Rt KRR, IRl ik A Rk, Ky, BF
P EDi5IE ERBOFEERM T X, XA AEMBAXRREBBUTRTH
FAF . EZ5Y AR BRAEENER, XEERNER ST
BAER,

iR EITE AT ERNE, B UBE S "wHFETEERMN
HEEE HR MMNEFEEF5ARMNEHANEREEEMRERK
78, ERPMIIFLBRT, ZAMNBLBHE T E FEFEHR
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T, B BN ST KIS B SRR, BRCE AT EITR RIE LR R
BN A TE R E R, BRI EH X EEWEE ., FHit, ]
MEBITHESHAFNEERTHEEERX G ARHERK THAERA
EF T XIGEE M, AT 0L, 856 AL 2SO B KW E W EE
LI E AR R NAARI R AW EAET BRI HBUA
BB R 447 8 A 35 W 5 R I i 72

&% LR, ER T SR AT B LABRL G AN SRIBURT 1) 5 8 IBUR 3R
1T I MNBBEVRRIRA B ¥ AR W EETE, I E ARIREMNEN A
AT IR R Ik sl Ty, XM LA B SRR A & DIER
£ F LBUESULTRZIE ER , TE 436 H 3 (Perry , 2007) T8 i, 414 3 SCBE
ARBH TR T POX B AERCE BT R AT AU I 2 4 S 3 9 R B 1R
EFR L ENTEE LR, Rt xR S 5 b E SO s R mBUE
FRESFA BRI T MR,

KL, TE A0 S5 35 BT 18 5A8 ) T SRl 7 9 3 o e 38— P L A
Xt T E BB T RIERTT IR RS AT R G A EW
HEF ) (Castells, 1983) . XM N ARFEA L ZE S BESIY LA F)
FTRESR LMY, IE B X RS ARTT 2 18 41 X I8 BT 46 ) AR 0 B Rl Bk A%,
[Fat, BRI I —Fhan B A% - B %) (Robert Weller) (1999) 48 th B 55
K ARY BRXM AW AR ERERAEFT RO M EHREN
“/NBBUR|” (Pei, 2000 ; Goldman, 2005) , 1 7 1 2 5o A5 17 H K B “ B ML B
I EHRZMARNFE AU SENFER  FEM X EEZEEY
PR A BRI &, A A RS HIAF M EE LR,
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