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Popuhtion Control in M egacities

Chha has been utbanizing and big cities have been grow hg rapdly  Number ofmegac ties in Chha
increased from 34 in 1997 to 63 in 2007 There are substantii | disputes over China’ s urban ization
strategy fo prioritize big cites or medum and small- sized cities Devebpment of big cites faces
chalenges in transportation housing envionment and resources and publt servies and popub-
tion controlbecames increasingly mmportant in by cities This ssue of Popubition and Deve lopment
Forum & speciftally devoted to population confrol h China’ s megacites for which three popubition
experts were invited o share their views and suggestions Prossor Huang Ronglong from Nanjng
Noma I University argues that themajor cause of China’” s urban disease & not overpopulatbn but il
management of the cities However Professor Ding Jinhong fram East China Nomal Univers ity
has a d fferent view and asserts that a pemanent cure fo urban disease & popu lation control Ta k-
ing on popubtbn control in Beijng Prokssor Duan Chengrong from People’ s Universily of Ching
suggests the popubition control strategy be changed from a local to a nationa | perspective Three ex-
perts alko provide polty suggestbns h popubton control city pinning and management  industria |
upgrading mechanisms h evaluating demographic efect of social and economic programs etc
Professor Liu Feng from Development Research Center of the State Council chairs the Forum and
provides comnments to the three papers and hs owvn opinions aswell
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