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Migrating — out and Left — behind in the View of Life Course:

A Comparative Analysis of the Characteristics of the
Second - generation Migrant Workers

Liang Hong

Abstract: Drawing on survey data from “Theoretical and Practical Research on Peasant Labor—
ers’ Rights and Interests” in 2010 and based on age and experience of left — behind or migration in
childhood this paper identifies the second — generation peasant — workers who are deeply affected
by parental labor migration and compare their various characteristics. It shows that the characteris—
tics of the second - generation peasant — workers is largely associated with their experiences of out —
migration or left — behind in childhood. They are more likely to be “the amphibious persons” who do
not benefit from the intergenerational transmission of labor migration between rural areas and cities
and consequently less likely to identify themselves being residents of the destination. The implication
of such findings is that more attention should be paid to migrant and left — behind children and the
second - generation peasant — workers with experience of migration or left — behind in childhood.
Additionally it is necessary to establish a system collecting prospective longitudinal data for migrant
and left — behind children or retrospective longitudinal data for second — generation peasant —workers.
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Table 1 ~ Characteristics of Second — Generation Peasant — workers by Generational Background

() 23.48(3.54) 23.84(3.50) 21.90(3.26) 21.36(2.96) 22.03(3.32) P <0.01
100. 50 107.07 76.07 118.92 68.02 P <0.01
/ (%) 42.49 41.74 45.75 53.08 43.94 P <0.05
(%) 18.96 17.88 23.66 29.63 22.19 P <0.05
(%) 6.58 6.74 5.87 5.06 6.06 P>0.05
() 10.00(2.81) 10.02(2.83) 9.95(2.71) 10.70(2.72) 9.76(2.68) P <0.05
(%) 60. 60 62.71 51.46 41.98 53.78 P <0.001
12) . .
o 3) F i 4)
3.2
( 2.3) .
(31.79%) 17.48%
(35.09%) .
(66.99%) (79.80%)
(46.91%) .
4.6
(1.37 ) (1.88 )
(2.79 ) (2.35 );
11000 (1171 )
(8562 ) .
(12479 ) . (9544 ) (1314 )
( 10517 8339 849 )
( 14084  .11436 1716 ) ;
(797 ) (1256 )

( 855 784 ) .



22 35

[3 ”»

43 ”»

2

Table 2 Marital Status and Land Ownership of Second — Generation Peasant — workers by Generational Background

(%) 31.79 35.09 17.48 12.35 18.73 P <0.01
(%) 77.40 79.80 66.99 46.91 71.90 P <0.01

3

Table 3 Family Size and Income of Second — Generation Peasant — workers by Generational Background

() 4.69(1.74)  4.69(1.78) 4.67(1.56)  4.53(1.48) 4.71(1.58)  P>0.5
() 1.78(1.41)  1.88(1.38) 1.37(1.46)  1.16(1.46) 1.42(1.46) P <0.01
() 2.44(1.32)  2.35(1.29) 2.79(1.35)  2.69(1.35) 2.81(1.35)  P<0.01
( ) 108.78(107.10) 105. 17(91. 12) 124.79(8.36) 140.84( 102. 89) 120.93( 169.50) P <0.01
( ) 11.71(22.47) 12.56(22.97) 7.97(1.04) 8.55(29.77) 7.84(16.64) P<0.01
( ) 85.62(84.08) 83.39(83.24) 95.44(4.53) 114.36(99.52) 90.93(83.42) P <0.01
( ) 9.35(43.02)  8.49(39.42) 13.14(56.13) 17.61(49.30) 12.09(57.65) P>0.5
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Figure 1  Motivation of out — Migration of Second — Generation Peasant — workers by Generational Background
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Table 4 Work Experience of Second — generation Peasant — workers by Generational Background (1)

() 18.43(2.60) 18.54(2.63) 17.93(2.34) 18.25(2.07) 17.88(2.44) P <0.01
( ) 19.45(9.10) 19.75(9.14) 18.16(8.84) 18.34(11.65)18.11(8.02) P <0.01

16.04(4.71) 16.18(4.75) 15.39(4.64) 15.49(4.90) 15.36(4.59) P <0.01
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Table 5 Work Experience of Second — generation Peasant — workers by Generational Background (2) %
I 15.90 15.06 19.75 19.45
57.81 58.32 58.02 55.02
20.25 20.98 9.88 18.84 P <0.01
/ 6.05 5.64 12.35 6.69
100 100 100 100
30 15.32 14.51 30. 86 15.85
30 ~99 14. 68 14. 68 16.05 14.33
100 ~299 21.24 21.63 17.28 20.12 P <0.01
300 ~999 21.42 21.63 12.35 22.56
1000 27.34 27.56 23.46 27.13
100 100 100 100
34.25 34.29 25.93 36. 06
I 38.90 39.28 32.10 38.48 P <0.01
26. 86 26.43 41.98 25.45
100 100 100 100
68.37 69.19 55.56 67.07
30.31 29. 64 39.51 31.72 P <0.01
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Table 6 Desires and Emotions of Second — generation Peasant — workers by Generational Background

23.46%

~

43

(17.53%)

20.60 21.82 15.29 12.35 16.01
51.71 51.48 52.67 43.21 54.98
6.73 6.55 7.52 11.11 6.65  P<0.01
20.96 20.15 24.51 33.33 22.36
100 100 100 100 100
? 23.01 23.05 22.87 30.86 20.91
/ 46.48 46.43 46.72 37.04 49.09
18.86 19.00 18.25 14.81 19.09  P<0.05
11.64 11.52 12.17 17.28 10.91
100 100 100 100 100
, 32.08 32.64 29.63 27.16 30.25
26.32 27.49 21.23 19.75 21.60
17.07 16. 40 20.00 19.75 20.06  P<0.01
12.38 11.20 17.53 23.46 16.05
12.15 12.27 11.60 9.88 12.04
100 100 100 100 100
( ) 8.33(3.21) 8.44(3.20) 7.86(3.18) 7.39(3.28) 7.98(3.15) P<0.01
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Figure 2 Evaluation for Cities of Second — generation Peasant — workers by Different Generational Background
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