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Toward a W eberian Political E conamYy:
OnW eber’ s Discussions of M odern State and Econam ic D evelopm ent

He Rong

Abstract A ccording toM ax W eber’ s economic history the rise of ratbnal state & an m portant part of he hisbrical
pwocess of westem capitalism Focusing on hs political as well as soc blogicalwritings th & article nvestigates the finctbns
ofmodem state 1 e, W make decisions on behalf of natbnal interest with socal justice be taken into consderatons In
contrast to the hbel of “ nationalis?” attached to W eber this article argues W ebe? s theotry ofmodem state bases not only
on nation or culture but also onwestern capitalisn, especially its econom icm entalily, morality and volun tary organ izatbn-
alprinciple thusmodem socety as a general stucture of hun an groups supports and defines the functins of states
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