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The Asymmetric Legitimacy: A Comparison between Resident’s

Committee and Homeowners” Committee
XIAO Lin

Abstract: "Legitimacy" is crucial to the survival and development of any organization. Present re-
searches mainly focus on the legitimacy of the state or NGOs while lack of systematical analysis of commu-
nity autonomous organizations. Through a comprehensive comparison of the legitimacy of both residents”
committee and homeowners” committee with different types (legal, political, administrative and social legiti-
macy) and their basses, the paper points out that two autonomous organizations have an asymmetric struc-
ture of legitimacy which means their legitimacy varies from one type to the other and one autonomous orga-
nization’s legitimacy is contrast to another. This asymmetric legitimacy reflects the big gap between the
state’s and the society’s cognition and anticipation of two organizations. Both residents” committee and ho-
meowners” committee therefore faces its own crisis of legitimacy.

Key words: legitimacy; asymmetric; resident’s committee; homeowners” committee
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