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Suicide and Modern Human Condition: On Durkheim’ s
“Typology of Suicides” Based on Homo Duples
ZHAO Liwei

Abstract: According to the standard history of sociology, Durkheim’s Suicide
has been considered as one classic in early empirical studies in sociology. If we
apply modern statistical research methods to estimate and verify the work,
however, we will distort or obstruct its proper research paradigm and the
essential problems into which it intends to inquiry. This paper argues that the
typology of suicide which consists of egoistic suicide, altruistic suicide, anomic
suicide and fatalistic suicide is Durkheim’s important theoretical contribution to
the suicide studies. His extended interpretation and exposition around the social
types of suicide are closely connected with some essential questions in his
work. We carefully investigate some crucial aspects and problems of the
typology of suicide by examining both Durkheim”’ s texts and associated secondary
literature; and meanwhile, by referring to Durkheim’s theory of human nature, we

provide a deeper analysis of the typology., and emphasize the human nature
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basis of Durkheim’s social theory. The article also suggests that the typology of
suicide is an advancement of his theory about the relationship between the
individual and the social after The Division of Labor in Society. In addition,
Durkheim” s distinctive pathological analysis about suicidogenic currents as social
facts demonstrates his rules of sociological method on the one hand, and the
modern human condition on the other. In this sense, Durkheim’s Suicide as a
“classic” closely combines theoretical production and the social problems of his
time.

Keywords: Durkheim, typology of suicides, duality of human nature, moral

education, individualism
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