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Problems of Population Age Structure under the Two—Children Policy
—A Theoretical Thinking Based on the Stable Population Theory
ZHANG Li-ping  WANG Guang-zhou Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract: From the view point of stable population theory this paper has discussed the population prob—
lems of age structure of Chinese population and re—checked the basic target of birth control from the historical
opinion. The characteristics of long cycle and un—reversibility of population changes result in the one—way sta—
bility. We find that the Chinese population has quickly decreased since 1995. The new birth population size
has decreased by 20% compared with the target of stationary population and has the trend of accelerated de—
creasing. The population age and structure differs in different areas due to the difference of population develo—
ping history and process. The continuous increase of sex ratio at birth has not only broken the natural balance
law between male and female causing the population age structure problems but also affected the crude birth
rate and birth population size. Therefore the fertility policy adjustment can make the population age structure
getting better the long history of imbalance of sex ratio at birth and the accumulation of floating population in
Beijing and Shanghai should be taken more concern in future. After a short baby boom of the two—child policy
for the low child desire the Chinese population is still in the process of fast decrease even under the very opti—
mistic expectation.

Key words: stable population; age structure; reference population; fertility policy



