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Family Inter—generational Relation and Poverty

—An Empirical Study of Poverty Alleviation in Ethnic Villages

SHI Jin—qun
( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732)

Abstract Inter—generational relation between parents and adult children is an important relation
influencing the life of both offspring and paternal families. Based on family inter—generational relation this
paper analyzes its route cause and mechanism leading to poverty. The study shows that the inter—generational
relation between parents and children can be both a poverty alleviation mechanism and a cause of poverty and
the efforts of parents to help their children get rid of poverty may cause new poverty of the parents. This is
closely related with the realistic pressure of family reproduction in modern rural areas and due to the
increasing cost of marriage intense social differentiation and competition parent need more effort to maintain
family” s reproduction and development. The turning of inter —generational ethics of the coexistence of both
raising-supporting relation and exchange relation and the realistic dilemma of providing for the aged have
strengthened inter-generational behavior and responsibility of parents. Therefore inter-generational adverse
transfer of poverty is an issue to be addressed in poverty alleviation.
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