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Digital Intergenerational Conflict: Concepts, Characteristics and Causes
Wang Bin
(School of Public Affairs & Law, Southwest Jiaotong University)

Abstract: With the increasing popularity of internet in China, the digital gap in Chinese society is accelerating
to evolve into a digital intergenerational conflict. Compared with the digital gap, there are obvious differences in
the connotation definition, the subject reference and the structural strength of the digital intergenerational conflict.
At the same time, the digital intergenerational conflict also has three characteristics: the conflict content is
involved in the network, the conflict mode is by media, and the conflict is expressed emotionally. The compressing
development of China’ s network society, the “flow” logic of the new media and the structural imbalances of
the netizens have become the main reasons for the emergence of the digital intergenerational conflict. In order to
resolve this new contradiction, the current theoretical research should focus on the perspective of generation again,
and should adhere to the synergistic governance of “online + offline” , the synergistic governance of “market +
government + society” and the emotional governance of “dialogue + action” .
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Intergenerational Differences in the Formation of Internet Divide: AStudy on Internet Participation Behavior of
the Post 70s, Post 80s and Post 90s
Zhao Lianfei
(Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: Internet divide exists in three aspects which are accessing the internet,internet skills and how to
take advantage of the internet. Intergenerational differences emerge within the post 70s,post 80s and post 90s
in the formation of the internet divide at those three aspects. It is increasingly affected by economic situation of
the family and the level of education of parents in the formation of internet divide in accessing; the impact of
school training, daily internet activities on the formation of the second internet divide has gradually increased,
and the impact of gender on the second internet divide has diminished;individual mastery of internet-related skills
influences the formation of the third internet divide. The differences between intergenerational groups in the
basic application of the internet have been gradually eliminated, while post 90s are outstanding in the network
self-interaction and e-learning and post 90s are ahead in the network expression, e-learning and using internet as
assistant in everyday life.

Key words: Internet Divide; Internet Participation; Intergenerational Difference
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