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An Analysis of Social Quality Evaluation of Different Classes of China
Cui Yan' Huang Yongliang®
(1. Chinese Academy o f Social Sciences, Institute of Sociology, Beijing 100732, China;
2. Graduate School o f Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract: The social quality theory has been put forward by European scholars since the end of
1990s, and it has received positive responses from scholars all over the world. According to this
theory, the criteria of measuring a social development level cannot rely solely on the economic
index, and it needs to comprehensively evaluate the overall development of a society through
social economic security, social cohesion, social inclusion and social empowerment. The original
intention of the European social quality theory is to solve the problem of non-coordination
between the economic development and social development in Europe, which has important
reference and guiding significance for the current social development in China.

At present, the Chinese society is in a new stage of development with the expansion of the
middle income group, the main demand of the social public has gradually changed from traditional
material needs to the pursuit of high-quality social and political life. In order to meet this new
social demand, there is a need to promote the improvement of social quality through the
implementation of effective social policies, and meet the new social needs of the public.

There has been no sufficient discussion on whether there are cognitive differences between
different social strata in different dimensions of social quality theory at present. There are some
differences in the evaluation of the relative importance of different dimensions of social quality
among different social groups. Therefore, based on the survey data of CSS2017, this paper
analyzes the cognition of different social groups about the effect of four dimensions of social

quality on the overall development of society comprehensively. Through the establishment of a



regression model of social development quality evaluation of different social strata, and a
comparison of the regression coefficients of each model, difference of the quality evaluation of
social development quality between different social strata are analyzed. The empirical study
shows that there are significant differences in social demand and the evaluation criteria of the
overall development of the society between the low social class group and the upper-middle social
class group. The emphasis of the social quality evaluation of the low social class group is mainly
on the basic socio-economic security, whether medical care, pension and other livelihood security
or basic housing security have a significant impact on their social evaluation. However, social
empowerment and social cohesion have no significant impact on the overall social evaluation. For
the upper-middle social class groups, their focus on social quality evaluation focuses on two
aspects; social cohesion and social empowerment, that is, social cohesion and social
empowerment have a significant impact on their overall social evaluation.

Finally, there are some differences in the social needs and the quality evaluation of social
development of different social strata. Therefore, we believe that we should formulate corresponding
social policies. It includes further improving the level of social security, regulating the income
distribution mechanism, eliminating social segregation and discrimination, widening the channels
of social and political participation, and enhancing the level of political participation and social
participation of the people.

Key words: social quality; social policy; social development; social class
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