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Abstract:At a time of China’ s rise in the world the international codification of
China’ s local knowledge is an important research task to be carried out by Chinese
sociologists. Local knowledge is Clifford Geertz’ s concept referring to the knowledge
that is confined to a specific location at a specific time within a specific culture. Its two
basic forms include the explicit measurable knowledge and the tacit hard-to-measure
knowledge and the latter form is challenging and the study of it is a weakness of
Chinese sociology today. Local knowledge must be codified before becoming theoretical
knowledge but the level of theoretical abstraction can be regional national or
international. In a cross—cultural approach the tasks to codify local knowledge in order
to include it in international discourses can be carried out by following a “term
acceptance meaning enrichment and variation enlargement” strategy and such a
strategy has been used to guide the international codification of one of Chinese culture—

specific term guanxi into the theoretical concept of network social capital.

Indigenization of Sociology in China: Debates Core Challenges and the
Way Forward «e+eeeeeeseeseeseenmennenienininsissiesieseennees Wang Ning 15

Abstract: The indigenization of sociology has been an objective set up by Chinese
sociologists since the 1920s. However this cause came to a halt when the discipline of

sociology was banned in China in the early 1950s. When the discipline was revitalized
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