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Rural Public Affairs and Rural Governance
WANG Xiao-yi

( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732  China)

Abstract: Since the 1980s on the one hand rural governance has continued to strengthen villagers’ autonomy by
means of organizational innovation; on the other hand the government has sent cadres to increase administrative intervention
for rural regions. However the effect of rural governance is not satisfactory. The reason is that there is a lack of effective or—
ganization carrier for the governance of public affairs. The administrative structure of villagers” autonomy and the objective
of administrative missions rendered the current villageJevel organizations unable to efficiently complete administrative tasks
and unable to effectively assume the functions of public affairs governance. Public affairs are not only public resources pub-—
lic goods and public spaces but also the emphasis of public nature of rural social life. Public affairs governance is the foun—
dation for the social existence of the villages. The priority task in improving village public affairs governance currently is to
take away the administrative functions of villageevel organizations restore village-level organizations’ power in public af—
fairs governance and to highlight the important role of public affairs governance in rural development.

Key Words: public affairs; rural governance; rural development; villagers autonomy

60



