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Delta and the Yangtze River Delta this paper analyzes the effects of different types of
enclave participation on earnings of migrant workers and examines the “enclave thesis”
by using the endogenous switching regression model to overcome self-selection bias. This
paper draws the following conclusions. Firstly enclave participation in general has a
significant positive influence on migrant workers” earning. Secondly from the perspective
of self-selection effect it presents a character of bi-strengthening which means that both
the enclave participators and non-enclave participators choose the type of jobs that they
think will benefit more. To the non-enclave participators changing their present situation
to participating in enclave will not bring them a positive selection effect but works
against their income prospects. Thirdly by comparing the phases of the first job and
present job this paper finds that different types of enclave would have different earning

effect according to different phases of occupational development.
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Abstract: This paper examines the concept of chaxu geju as conceived by Fei Xiaotong
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application in empirical studies as a key theoretical framework by Chinese sociologists
during the last two decades little research has been done on the intellectual context of
this concept. Through extensive historical research this paper reveals the complexities
surrounding Feis concept which drew upon diverse intellectual currents of the era in
both China and the West. Among other ideas the concept of “Folk Society” of Robert
Redfield reinterpretations of Confucianism and Daoism as well as studies of kinship
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clarify misunderstandings in recent scholarly circles demonstrating that Fei’s failure to
adequately interpret and integrate his sources has led to logical contradictions in his

work and hence difficulties in further theorization.
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