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The Conflict between Sociology and Ethics: A Perspective
on Durkheim’s Science of Morality

CHEN Tao

Abstract: In order to grasp the fundamental questions of sociology and to justify or
reflect on its basic ways of thinking, we need to relocate it in the traditional disciplines
from which sociology once strived to break away. More precisely, we must regard
Sociology as a response to the fundamental propositions of modern ethics. This paper
examines the two critiques towards philosophical ethics made by Durkheim’s and

Lévy-Bruhl’s science of morality. Firstly, classical ethics regards itself as a legislative
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or normal science whose task is to regulate ordinary people’s behaviors by constructing
aset of moral laws with logical coherence. In contrast, sociology argues that valid
norms can only be achieved after a positive study of moral facts in society. Secondly,
anthropocentrism regards the purpose of morality as the realization of human nature,
whereas sociologists emphasize the social nature of people and make the social function
as the basis of morality. Therefore, the purpose of morality is to serve the existence of
society itself. This conflict between sociology and ethics demonstrates that sociology
challenges the dominance of the classical humanism tradition in Western thought and
practice by providing a rationality inherent in history and reality, especially in non-
western religions and societies. However,sociology cannot alone provide social norms
by just studying contemporary society or other ethnic groups or by analyzing their
social functions,social laws and social structures. The fundamental question remains
what kind of people we want to be and how we should live. This should not only be
the focus of ethicists but also the starting point of sociologists.

Keywords: ethics, science of morality, normal science, moral facts, social

function
~ H
1903 - { »(La morale et la
science des maeurs) | . , “ ”
(la science de la morale) “ ” ,
1. . (DLa morale: 7 0tkd G
s moralis, “ethicus”,
morale  éthique “ oo 7 s la
morale  léthique . .
s N la morale  léthique
“ 7 (ethics) * ”(morality) * ” (moral)
( [Sitte, Sittlichkeit ] [ Moralitit | ).
@Les meeurs: mores., mos . Mos & 00G,7 0o
o« 70, les moeurs « e » o« ”
mores,customs ~ morals, Les meeurs  la morale
o (descriptive) (prescriptive/normative)

(Cassin, et al.,2014:691—695) .

72 .



”(normative sciences) , ,
02 _
) (Simon Deploige) 1905
{ ) ( Revue néo-scolastique ) (
Y(Le conflit de la morale et de la sociologie) ) 1911
3

o

(Durkheim, 1982a(16):259,1907b: 613)4,

b

19 ,
Y o -
N
’
“ 2]
° ’
“ 2]
’ ’
° ’
’ ’
o
’ ’
9.« » “ » “ » o »
.

(Durkheim,2004:229,1884a:77) .

3.4 » 8§ s 1907 11
12 8 (Deploige,[191171912,413) , . .
1909 [§ » 6 . 1910 »
§ ) (Revue néo-scolastique de philosophie) s §
)(Morale thomiste et science des meeurs) 7 .
4. , B
Steven Lukes R

http: //durkheim.uchicago.edu/Bibliography/Bib01.html,

. 73 .



+ 2017 6

19
>
Q)

20

(créer) ,

”»



(législation morale) . (Durkheim, 1964a.

420,1893b:18, 1964a:35,1893b:v)

o

, (prescribe) , ,
, » (Lévy-Bruhl,[1903]
1905:8—9)
b 05
v 7 ( ,[1785]2013:431—438),

b b

( ,2017a)



+ 2017 6

C
( ,2014), ¢ .~ (Durkheim,
(1):66,1895a:30)
. ( ) .
o ’ ( ) “

”»

”

1982a

”(pouvoir illimité) (Durkheim,1982a(1) .

46.62,[1901c]1919: xxiv,1895a:24 —25,[1892a]1997:19),

o

o b

’ ’ ’

(la loi de notre nature raisonnable)

L ( ,2006b: 84 ; Durkheim, 1925a:128)

. 76 -

’



N N ” (Lévy-Bruhl, [ 1903]1905:

Durkheim,1982a(1) ;68— 69), ,
(Lévy-Bruhl,[1903]1905:16),

’ N

2006b:19; Durkheim,1925a:25,1964a:411,1893b:4—5),

’ o b

”» “ ” “

”(Durkheim,1964a:412,1893b:6),

, (adéquate)

.7 (Durkheim,1964a:411,1893b:5)

b b

o

“

”(Durkheim,1982a(1):66,1895a:30),

b

(meeurs) . (coutumes) . ,

o A b

b

48;

7 ( , 2006a: 300 — 301;

Durkheim,1887¢:278) -



+ 2017 6

, “ ” (physique des
meeurs et du droit) “ ” (physiologie du droit et
des moeeurs) o

o , ,

, )

(social milieu)

o

(Lévy-Bruhl, [1903]
1905:37—39.45—46; Durkheim,2006a:32—33,1904a(5):384),

A b b

” o (Durkheim,1964a.:414—415,1893b.10)

’ ’

“

” (subsumption)

“

(lIimpersonnel) 7 ( ,2006b: 84 ; Durkheim, 1925a:128),
( “ ”)
“ ” (Durkheim, 1964a:415,1893b:10),
6. , Durkheim, 1887a:283-284,2000:6.,9.10,1893b:1i,v.vi,1979a

(7):92,1920a:96,

”

. 78



( ,2006b:84 ; Durkheim,1925a:128—129),
, (la morale concrete)
) (dégradation) .
(éthiques), , ;

A b

(Durkheim,1964a:415,1893b:10)

” “ ” “ ”( ’2006b:

« 79 .



+ 2017 6

22—23,1925a:29),
(un ensemble de regles définies) ,

’ ’

(fonctionnent) , o (
.2006b:23,1925a:30)7
(Durkheim,1964a:415,1893b:10), N N
“ ” (modalités)
(Durkheim,1964a:424,1893b:23),
i “ ”(LéVy*Bruhl,[1903]1905;113\188)Q

“
’

”(Lévy-Bruhl,[1903]1905:52; Durkheim, 1964a:412,1893b:6) ;

b

¢ ’ .7 (Lévy-Bruhl,[1903]1905:204)
( )“ ”

»

. 80



“
b

,2006a:239; Durkheim,1904a(5) :381),

b

“ ”
b b
o b
’
o b 9
b
’
o
’
o 9
’ ’
“
o ’ .
”» “ ”
b
b b
N

. (“
“ ") ( ,[1785]2013:452),

o b

(normes) ”(

”[ Selbstthitigkeit ]

¢« 8] o



+ 2017 6

b

. ( ,[1785]2013.:461—462) )

“ e ”» ““ ”»

b
(d'une rationalité objective, immanente a la réalité,

dune rationalité donnée dans les choses ellessmémes) ,

1) o

. . (Durkheim,
2006a:54,[1908a(2) ] 1975b(ii) :343)

b o

¢ 82



s “ ”» ( y

2011:67_78)0 [} [} ’
17 , ,
, , (efficient cause)
(
) )
“ 7o ” (absolute) , (Diderot, 2017)
<< >> “ ”» ,“
s 7
) )

“

”('homme en general)
( ,1997:71—72;Rousseau,1835:535—1536),

, ( , 2008 .
300, ,

19 ;

. 83



+ 2017 6

18 ,

(spéculations
morales) , ( ,2006¢c:340; Durkheim,1938a(ii) :191)
; 18

“ ”»
’

(Deploige,[1911]1938:191—211), ,

, ”(Durkheim, 1964a:421,1893b:18),

’

(Lévy-Bruhl,[1903]1905.54; ,2003a:223—224;
Durkheim,[1890a]1970a:222) ,

(Lévy-Bruhl,[1903]1905:55)

. 84 o



¢ b

. ( ,2006c:340—341,345; Durkheim, 1938a(i1) :197) ,

“ ”
’

(Lévy-Bruhl,[1903]1905:56)

16 .
7 ( ,2006¢:341; Durkheim,1938a(ii):192), s
’ ~ ( 72006C:
267 ; Durkheim,1938a(i1):99) . ,
.18
. “ ”( ,2003a:227;
Durkheim, [ 1890a ] 1970a: 225), “ ” (religion de
lhumanité) , “ ” ( Durkheim,
[1898¢]1970a:272; ,2003a:292—293) .
s “ ” (entité abstraite)
( ,2003a:223; Durkheim,[1890a]1970a.220) .
”( ,2003a:226; Durkheim, [ 1890a]1970a:223) .
7 ( ,2006c:343; Durkheim,1938a(ii):194),



+ 2017 6

(I'humanité)

o ( ,2006¢:343,1938a(i1) :194)
( . . N
) ) ” (Lévy-Bruhl,
[1903]1905:65) .
19 20
,8
. (2008:53—81)
“ ? (Dumont, 1974 :4—8,1986:60—62) ,
¢ O 7

“ ”»

(ethical anthropocentrism) (Lévy-Bruhl,[1903]1905:163),

8. ([1862]2015:372) § »

. 86



”»

(Durkheim,1982a(1) :126,1895a:122—123,[1892a]1997.:52)

’ o ’

b ( b
2006a:245—246; Durkheim,1887c:45,[1892a]1997:52),

b A

o ’ ’

. ( , 2006a: 246, 265;
Durkheim,[1908a(2)]1975b(ii) :351,1887c:45)

b

(Durkheim,1982a(1) :120—121,1895a:112—113),

(Durkheim, 1982a(1):127,1895a.: 124 —125),

s (sui generis) ,

“ ”» “ ”»

7 (Lévy-
Bruhl,[1903]1905:19),

e 87 o



+ 2017 6

o b
b b
N 5 ’
(
)7
b ’
R “normal type”,
b
b
— (des interest
sociaux) 7 ( , 2006b: 25; Durkheim, 1925a;
25) ,
C )
b
“ ”
o b
b o
b b
“
’ 5 ’

(image> ’ N ’

o7 (Durkheim,1951a.:211—212,1897a:226) ,

o

. 88 -



“
o

.7 (Durkheim, 1951a.:212,1897a.227)

b b

( ,2003a:231; Durkheim,[1914a]1970a:316) .
(Dumont,1999:5), N

( )Le normal type?

”(la science de 'homme)

’ ’

(la norme),

. (Durkheim,1982a(1).:86—87,1895a:61—62)

“le normal type” “l‘état normal”, ,
“normal” o
“ ” “ ” (Durkheim,
1964a:34,1893a:iv) , ; ¢ i
“ oo ” (Durkheim, 1964a: 339, 1893a:

. 89 o



+ 2017 6

3 7 8 ) R s “ ”» s
“ 7, ,le normal type ,
’ o b
“ ”»
b
o b
C )
4 > “ ?
( 3 1 2 ). ,
(généralité) ,
b b
“ J— P ”
b o - - ’
“ ” “
b b

” (on peut ériger cette normalité de fait en une normalité de

droit) , (Durkheim,1982a(1):94,1895a:74)(C . )6
(Durkheim,1982a(i):94,1895a:74—75) “ i
) ( »
(I'empire de causes historiques) ;
(fonction), ,
, . ( ,2000;
7 ;Durkheim,1964a:33,1893b:ii)
. << >> “ ”»

« 90



Vi

120)

o {
”( ,2000:4 ; Durkheim,1893b.4) .
o .«
) 5 ,  (Durkheim,1982a(1):119—125,1895a:110—

(correspondance) ,

¢ 9] .



+ 2017 6

b

. (Durkheim,1982a(1):123,1895a:117)

“ ”»
b
“ ”
b
o
’
b b b
b o
) (caractere
de réciprocité) , o s
’ o
b
b ’ ’ o

(Durkheim,1982a(1):124,1895a.:118)

o

”»

. 92 .



, ) s (fonction
pratique) , N

b b o ( b

2006a:238;Durkheim,1887¢c:38)

)
1898 « »
o ( ,2015,2017b),
) ( ,

2015),

. ,1999:556 ; Durkheim, 1912a:602)

) (moralité
moyenne) ( Durkheim, 1964a; 50, 1893b: 51),
(meédiocre moralité) ( ,2002:90; Durkheim,[1911b71924a.:119,
1920a:330—331,1979a:92),

o (S ) » “ oo

” (Durkheim,1979a(7):92,1920a:96) ,

¢« 03 o«



+ 2017 6

308) s

(non—normal) .

1912a:301.308—309),

« ”( ,2012)0
7 ( , 1999 285; Durkheim, 1912a:

(anormal) o

“

”(temps normal)
, 1999 282, 286 — 287; Durkheim,

, 4 » o
10 , “
”( ,1999.4; Durkheim,1912a:5),
(éléments) (les formes élémentaires) ,
7 ( ,1999.7; Durkheim,
19]28:8) ’ D) o
10. , ¢ » »
horde( ,2000:94,135[ horde “

7 ]; Durkheim, 1982a(1) :116,1893b:143,189,1895a:107) .

e« 04 o



. ( ,1999.:9; Durkheim,1912a:11)

b

¢

culminants) ,

b

(
1924a:136)

)

b

“

”(médiocre) . “ .

,1999:285—286; Durkheim,1912a:308) ,

’

, ( points

, 2002: 100 — 101; Durkheim, [ 1911b ]



+ 2017 6

9 N

Societas (Dumont,1986:74),

b o
“ ”»
b
b b
“ ”»
o b
A b
o ’
“ ” M M M
. (civil society) ,
b
o b
“ ”
b o
o
“ ”»
b
o
b b



(un étre de raison)«+++++

substantial de lassemblage) ,

Durkheim,1918b:17)

’

’

o

(tout le

o ( ,2003b:76;

”» “ ”»

b

(Durkheim, 1982a(1):128 —129,1895a.:127),

(anthropomorphic substance) .

1895a:127) “

”»
’

o

(Durkheim, 1982a(1): 129,

. 97



+ 2017 6

(institué) ,
7 ( ,2002:63; Durkheim,[1906b]1924a:84—85),

,2006a:278; Durkheim,1887¢c.39) y

b b b

(autopoiesis) o

“ 7 ( »1997:3.5),

b

. 98



b b
) b b
b
’
o N
o ’
“ ”»
o
’ ’
b o
Al
’
A b
o ’
b o

¢ ) ,

. (“ ”)o

collegium,

( ,2000: 128 — 134 ; Durkheim, 1893b: 181 —
188)7 ’ ’

¢« 00 o«



+ 2017 6

(particularisme moral) ( , 2006a; 6 ; Durkheim, 1950a:10),
( N ;
),
( , 2000 154,1999:559; Durkheim, 1893b: 211 —
212,1912a:606—607) . , s

+ 100 -



”( ,1999.19; Durkheim,1912a:25) ,
(fin vitale) , , (luxe) . ,

o (Durkheim,1964a:430—431,1893b:31—32)

’

, (Durkheim,
1964a:431 .note 21,1893b:32.note 3), , ,
0]‘] “
”( ,2002:49,[1906b]1924a:66) ,
. . “ 7 ( ,2016),
( ) .
11. (Durkheim,[1892a]1997:49—50)
s , N (1997:312) s

,

« 101 -



+ 2017 6

(References)

. 2014. — [Cl.
). H .
. 2015. Iyl (3):69—95.
. 2016. [G]// . .o .
. 2017a. o [cl.
(34).
. 2017h. : R [yl (2):99—109.
. [178572013. [M]. .o : .
. [18627 2015. 1862 [G]// . RN

. 1997. [M]. , : .
. 1997. [Cl. P (3):2—11.
s . 2011. [M]. , :
. 1997. [M]. s . :
, . 2008. [M]. s
. 1999. [M]. P
. 2000. [M]. PR : . .
. 2002. [M]. )
. 2003a. [M]. N

« 102 -



. 2003b. [M]. .
. 2006a. [M]. .

. 2006b. [M]. s .
. 2006¢. [M]. y .

Cassin, Barbara, Marc Crépon, and Francois Prost. 2014. “Morals/Ethics.” In Dictionary of
Untranslatables : A Philosophical Lexicon , edited by Barbara Cassin. Princeton and
Oxford:Princeton University Press: 691 —700.

Deploige,Simon. [1911]1912. Le conflit de la morale et de la sociologie. louvain: Institut
supérieur de philosophie.

Deploige, Simon. [ 1911 11938. The Conflict between Ethics and Sociology, translated by
Charles C. Miltner. St. Louis, London:B. Herder Book Co.

Diderot, Denis. 2017. “Encyclopedia.” The Encycopedia of Diderot & d'Alembert Collaborative
Translation Project s translated by Philip Stewart. Ann Arbor: Michigan Publishing.,
University of Michigan Library,2002. Web. 2 Aug. 2017. < http://hdl handle. net/
2027/sp0.did2222.0000.004>>. Trans. of “Encyclopédie,” Encyclopédie ou Dictionnaire
raisonné des sciences s des arts et des métiers ,vol. 5. Paris, 1755.

Dumont, Louis. 1974. Homo Hierarchicus : The Caste System and Its Implications. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Dumont,Louis. 1986. Essays on Individualism : Modern Ideology in Anthropological Perspective.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Durkhcim,Emilc. 1884a. Cours de philosophie fait au Lycée de sens. Paris. Written manuscript.
Bibliothéque de la Sorbonne , Manuscript 2351.

Durkheim, Emile. 1887c. “La Science positive de la morale en Allemagne.” Revue
philosophique 24 .pp.33—58,113—42,275—84.

Durkheim, Emile. [ 1890a] 1970a. “Les Principes de 1789 et la sociologie.” Revue
international de lenseignement 19 ,pp.450—456. Reproduced in Durkheim,1970a,pp.215
—225.

Durkhcim,Emilc. 1893b. De la division du trawail social : étude sur l'organisation des sociétés
supérieures. Paris: Alcan.

Durkheim, Emile. 1895. Les Régles de la méthode sociologique. Paris: Alcan.

Durkheim, Emile. 1897a. Le Suicide : étude de sociologie. Paris: Alcan.

Durkheim, Emile. [1898¢]1970a. “LIndividualism et les intellectuels.” Rewvue bleue 4e série
10, pp. 7—13. Reproduced in Durkheim,1970a,pp.261 —278.

Durkheim,Emile. [1901c¢]1919. Les Régles de la méthode sociologique. Paris: Alcan.

Durkheim, Emile. 1904a(5). Review. “Lévy-Bruhl,L.,La Morale et la science des moeurs.”
Année sociologique 7 ,pp.380-384.

Durkheim, Emile. [ 1906b] 1924a. “La Détermination du fait moral.” Bulletin de la
sociétéfrancaise de philosophie 6 ,séances du 11 février et du 22 mars 1906. pp.169 —212.
Reproduced in Durkheim,1924a,pp.39—71.

Durkheim,Emile. 1907b. “Lettres au Directeur de la Revue néo-scolastique.” Revue néo-
scolastique 14, pp.606—607,612—614.

Durkheim, Emile. [1908a(2)]1975b (ii). “La Morale positive: examen de quelques
difficultés.” Bulletin de la Sociétéfrancaise de philosophie 8 ,séance du 26 mars 1907, pp.
189—200. Republished in 1975b(ii). Textes 2. Edited by V. Karady. Paris: Minuit, pp.
341—354.

Durkheim, Emile. [1911b]1924a. “Jugements de valeur et jugements de réalite.” At del TV
Congresso Internazionale di Filosofia 1,pp.99—114. Reproduced in Durkheim,1924a.

Durkheim,Emile. 1912a. Les Formes élémentaires de la wvie religieuse ; le systéme totémique en

+ 103 -



+ 2017 6

Australie. Paris: Alcan.
Durkheim,Emile. [1914a]1970a. “Le Dualisme de la nature humaine et ses conditions
sociales.” Scientia 15, pp.206 —21. Reproduced in Durkheim,1970a,pp.314—332.
Durkheim, Emile. 1918b. “Le  Contrat Social’ de Rousseau.” Revue de métaphysique et de
morale 25,pp.1—23,129—161.

Durkheim, Emile. 1920a. “Introduction a la morale.” Rewue philosophique 89 »pp. 79—97.

Durkheim, Emile. 1924a. Sociologie et philosophie. Paris; Alcan,

Durkheim,Emile. 1925a. Léducation morale. Paris; Alcan.

Durkheim, Emile. 1938a(ii). Léwlution pédagogique en France. Volume II: De la renaissance
anos jours. Paris: Alcan.

Durkheim, Emile. 1950a. Lecons de soctologie : physique des moeurs et du droit. Paris: Presses
Universitaires de France.

Durkheim,Emile. 1951a. Suicide ; A Study in Sociology » translated by John A. Spaulding and
George Simpson. Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press of Glencoe.

Durkheim, Emile. 1964a. The Division of Labor in Society . translated by George Simpson.
New York:Macmillan.

Durkheim, Emile. 1970a. La Science sociale et laction s introduction and presentation by Jean
C. Filloux. Paris:Presses Universitaires de France.

Durkheim,Emile. 1979a. Durkheim ; Essays on Morals and Education , translated by H. L.
Sutcliffe. London and Boston:Routledge & Kegan Paul.

Durkheim, Emile. 1979a(7).“Introduction to Ethics.” In Durkheim,1979a,pp.77 — 98.

Durkheim,Emile. 1982a. The Rules of Sociological Method and Selected Texts on Sociology and
its Method, edited by Steven Lukes, translated by W. D. Halls. London and
Basingstoke : Macmillan.

Durkheim , Emile. 1982a(1). “The Rules of Sociological Method.” In Durkheim,1982a, pp.
29—163.

Durkheim, Emile. 1982a(16). “Influences upon Durkheim’s View of Sociology.” In
Durkheim,1982a, pp.257—260.

Durkheim, Emile. [1892a]1997. Montesquieu : Quid Secundatus Politicae Scientiae Instituendae
Contulerit , translated by Watts Miller & E. Griffith. Oxford: Durkheim Press.

Durkheim, Emile. 2004. Durkheim’s Philosophy Lectures : Notes from the Lycée de Sens Course ,
1883—1884 ,translated by Neil Gross and Robert Alun Jones. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Lukes, Steven. 1981. Emile Durkheim : His Life and Work. New York:Penguin Books.

Pickering, W.S.F. 1984. Durkheim’ s Sociology of Religion : Themes and Theories. London:
Routledge & Kegan Paul.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. 1835. FEuwvres completes de J. J. Rousseau : Avec des notes historiques.

Paris: Furne.

« 104 -



