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The Essential Question that Chinese Sociology
Cannot Turn aside: Remarks on
“The Spring of Sociology”

Abstract: An essential question for Chinese sociology is to elucidate the relationships between
Chinese and Western and between past and present. This question was born out of the very be-
ginning of Chinese sociology. Since late Qing dynasty,the first— generation students who opened
sociology in China had imprinted two major traditions,synthesis and responsibility,into the dis-
position, the traits and the gene of Chinese sociology. Inheriting these two traditions of late Qing
dynasty, Chinese sociology underwent practices of sinolization and advanced to a new stage in the
era of Republic of China. “Sinolization” is neither “regionalization” nor “making a country —
specific sociology”,but refers to synthesizing the cultural gene,the national disposition,and the
historical logic into Chinese sociology. Key words: sinolization of sociology; relationships be-
tween Chinese and Western and between past and present; self — initiated innovation; academic
revitalization
Jing Tiankui

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Institutional Civilization Is the Guarantee for Social
Stability : Confucius’s Theory That “Chinese
States Have No Monarch”

Abstract: Confucius said, “The barbarians with monarchs are inferior to Chinese states without
monarch. ” This can be summarized as a theory that “Chinese states have no monarch” ,namely,
the states outside China even when they have their monarchs are not as good as Chinese states
when they have not the monarchs. The Commentary and Exposition point out this is because that
Chinese states have “the rites of justice”,i. e. just institutions. The words mean that the depend-
ence of whether social political order is stable is not whether the leader is good but whether the
social institution is good. In other words,institutional civilization is the only guarantee for social
stability;that is to say,in just institution,society is stable,even if the leader has no political in-
tegrity and ability,and even he is not on the throne or at his post; conversely,in unjust institu-
tion, the society lacks stability,even if the leader is on the throne or at his post and has both po-
litical integrity and ability.
Key words:confucius; Chinese states have no monarch; rites; justice;social stability; institutional
civilization; the principles of justice
Huang Yushun
Shandong University
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