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On the Phases of Groupology

JING Tian-kui'*?

(1.School of Sociology, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 102488, China;
2.Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: This study tackles the following questions: Will groupology ( Qunxue) be passed on after its
birth at the end of the Warring States period? What is its inheritance mechanism and continuous form? Based
on the analyses of the influence of Xunzi, his disciples and posterity, and of the historical process of the Xuns’
participation in the construction of the Qin and Han dynasties, this paper examines the evolution of the “pha-
ses” of groupology from its originality to its transformation, involving its institutionalization, popularization and
mind—cultivatization. This study reveals the mechanism of the evolution of the “phase” of groupology from
three levels; historical practice, social theory and thinking logic. Furthermore, this paper proves the historical
existence and continuity of groupology, revealing the reasons why the forms of groupology are different from
western sociology. This paper argues that to compare the similarities and differences between disciplinary dif-
ferentiation models of Chinese and Western sociology is not only a methodological issue, but also a value orien-
tation issue.

Key words: the phase of groupology( Qunxue) ; practical application; inheritance mechanism of groupol-

ogy; disciplinary differentiation model
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