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Juveniles from Lower Class: A Micro Social Research
on Class Reproduction in Rural School in West China
Li Tao
Abstract: Compared to the Boys described by Willis Paul and Xiao Zhou in 1970s in the industrial
towns in England and the Chinese migrant workers children in Beijing the low-class juvenile in rural
school in west China hold a unique “anti-school culture”. 22 juvenile which is from eight grade in a K-
9 school in Yun Xiang a west China town were selected as the sample of this in-depth qualitative
research. The key findings are the boys generated the anti-school culture in the following way: by looking
down upon rural teachers on expression of struggle to knowledge authority by manufacturing all kinds of
chaos in classroom on expression of resisting to relationship authority by disordering the prescribed time
schedule to resist to time authority in daily by taking a theater in the camera to express resisting to space
authorities by formatting multiple types of peer groups such as brothers mentors relatives lovers
etc. to resist violation paradigm by making fun violence and theft to get rid of boring etc. The author
finally concluded the Juvenile anti-school culture features by comparing to the Boys in England and the
Children in Beijing first these juvenile have a psychology alternately between “Diaosi” and “Tuhao”;
second the expression in both utterance and behavior of the Juvenile is fuzzy and disunion. third
concerning insight into the truth in education process these juvenile is partly apperceived.
Keywords: Juveniles from Lower Class;  Antischool Culture; Class Reproduction

Educational Selection

92



