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Women's Entrepreneurial Mentality: A Perspective on
the Safety—oriented Hypothesis

YING Xiao-ping

(Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The characteristics of women’s entrepreneurial mentality were discussed in this study. Some
previous studies had showed that the entrepreneurial mentality of men and women shared lots of similarities,
implying the mentality of women entrepreneurs may not own their specific characteristics. From the perspective
of the evolutionary psychology, social and cultural psychology, there are gender differences in the cognitive
mentality style. It implies there is the feminization of entrepreneurial mentality and can theoretically explain the
characteristics of entrepreneurship on psychological security, constructive renovation and incremental improve-
ment. We proposed that the feminization of entrepreneurial mentality refers to that women entrepreneurs prefer
the safety—oriented entrepreneurial approach that tries to get a good balance between their psychological safety
and risk during the entrepreneurial processes. We discussed this hypothesis based on the results of a survey
collected from 484 women entrepreneurs. Our survey data covered a wide range of topics concerning the entre-
preneurial environment, entrepreneurial motivation, decision making style, actual entrepreneurial practice and
self—evaluation of entrepreneurial successes. These data were generally consistent with this hypothesis on the
characteristics of women’s entrepreneurial mentality and suggested the importance of safety control in women’s
entrepreneurship.

Key words: innovation and entrepreneurship; women; psychological safety; evolutionary psychology;

entrepreneurial mentality
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