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the court judgment shows special attention on the differences of domestic and overseas context. The case
also promotes the progress of legislation on cultural works in China. However the international law on
folklore has a characteristic of “ethnicity”; but Chinese folklore represents a characteristic of
“nationality”. The article intends to seek the best protected mode of folklore starting with an analysis of

the meaning of folklore and the contradictions of the legal terms.
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Transformation of China’s Ethnomedicine Based on the Case of Li-Medicine

.............................................................................. Zhang Xiaomin 169

Abstract: Li-herbal-doctor/li-medicine is now at an illegal status which is a typical case of informal
institution. As an informal institution li-medicine is lack of legal protection which hinders its further
marketization and industrialization and fails to satisfy the socioeconomic requirement for its Cultural
transformation. Base on the new institutionalism theory this paper studies the cultural transforming
process and the social background of the development of li-medicine in Wuzhishan City and finds that
the key factor for the successful cultural transformation of Li-medicine to obtain legal recognition is its

transformation from an informal institution to a formal one.
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The Analysis of Social Status and Identification of the Middle Income Groups in China: A
Discussion on Constructing An Olive-shaped Society with Subjective Identification

............................................................ Cui Yan & Huang Yongliang 191

Abstract: This paper analyzes the social status and identification of the middle income groups in current
China aiming at revealing that the construction of an olive-shaped society and its solidarity rely on not
only the objective income but also the middle—lass identification of the middle income groups. Based
on the data from the Survey of CSS2015 by Chinese Academy of Social Sciences we find that there is a
tendency toward downward identification of social status in the middle income groups and a divergent
identification of social status among different generations of them. In this way we suggest policies
include further adjustment of the structure of income distribution and promote social welfare for people’s

livelihood so as to eliminate the institutional discrimination in social policies gradually.

245



