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Branches of Ontology: Visual Anthropology and Literal Anthropology

BAO Jiang
( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732)

Abstract In this paper two branches of Anthropology are discussed from the perspective of knowledge
ontology: Literal Anthropology and Visual Anthropology. The former expresses itself in texts by universal
concepts; while the latter presents itself in films through specific life of the world. As one of the newly rising
branches of Anthropology Visual Anthropology continues to use the traditional research objects of Literal
Anthropology that is people in remote fields but it puts the terms of Literal Anthropology on the shelf and
explores independent academic possibilities by taking films as the noumenon.
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