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Historical Evolution and Realistic Challenges of Urban—Rural Structure in China in the Past 70 Years
Since the Founding of New China
LIU Baozhong', QIU Y¢
(1. Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732;2. Capital Cultural Innovation and Cultural
Communication Engineering Institute, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: The key to the transformation of China’s social structure is the transformation of urban—rural dual structure.
Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China 70 years ago, the changes of urban and rural structure in China have
taken on a historical track from the formation and consolidation of the urban—rural dual system to the loosening and transfor-
mation of the urban-—rural dual system, and then to the urban-rural coordination and integration. With the fundamental
change of China’s urban and rural development strategy and the implementation of a series of preferential agricultural poli-
cies, the urban—rural imbalance caused by the urban—rural dual system has been greatly reversed. But on the whole, China’s
urban and rural structure is still in an unbalanced state, facing the significant gap between urban and rural social and eco-
nomic development, low urbanization rate of household registration population, slow urbanization process of migrant work-
ers, and serious institutional barriers. Solving deep—seated institutional problems is the basis and key of future urban-rural
structural adjustment. Therefore, we should start with the system reform, eliminate the obstacles of the system and mecha-
nism that restrict the integration of urban and rural development, and accelerate the process of equalization of basic public
services and citizenization of migrant workers, so as to promote the structural transformation of urban-rural dual structure to
urban—rural integration..
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Urban and Rural Integrated Development



