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To Dwell in the “Ruins”:

Mapping and Space Production of the Leftover Demolition—area

LIN Ye

Abstract: This paper discusses the nail-households’ everyday practice in the social space of the left-
over demolition—area. Through the perspective and method of “Mapping” and an emphasis of “tactics”,
this article analyses how the nail-households seek opportunities under the officials’ “intentional igno-
rance” to establish new social space. Therefore, they could build their temporary life in the “ruins” and re-
store their everyday life. I found that in this process, a new “huddling—together social space” emerges
from the “ruins.” This new social space is generated based on the nail-households’ new inter—visibility
and reciprocal relations. In the meantime, the pre—existing dwelling space patterns, social relations, and
lifestyles served as the preconditions, which shows a continuity between the old contexts and the new
space. Furthermore, this social space is immersed in spatial politics between the nail-households and the
construction workers. The spatial politics involves both spatial reciprocity and “territory” conflicts, which
reveals the tension between a de facto ownership of space by the nail-households and the constant pres-
ence of the demolition power in the backstage.

Keywords: Mapping; Tactics; Everyday Life; Space Production
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