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Abstract: This article investigates how childcare policy is constructed in the interaction between the government gender order and the
welfare state and how this interaction shapes the model of childcare. It identifies theoretical perspectives and practical models about the
relationship between women’ s employment and care through a gender lens in reference to the frameworks developed by Esping Fraser
and Kirby. At the same time it examines the relationship between women and the state based on the interface of employment and care
and “commercialization” and “defamiliamization”. In light of different types of welfare state Sweden France the USA and South Korea
are selected for a further examination of their childcare policies. In an analysis of policies and practices in these countries this study par—
ticularly compares the income subsidy flexibility of time and daycare services in these countries so as to evaluate the characteristics of
each country’s childcare policies and practice. In addition this article also examines the history and characteristics of childcare policy in

China and its standing in comparison to these other countries so as to make policy recommendations.
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