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and law.
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Abstract: Drawing on the theory of materiality this article seeks a new understanding of the waste.
It first explores how the idea of waste changes in the history of modernization and then examines
various waste production and treatment practices as well as related environmental and social issues in
different societies. Further this article proposes an analytical framework for empirical studies of
waste by employing ANT ( Actor-Network-Theory) . Based on the examination of the materiality of
waste and the ANT analysis this article points out that waste is not just a filthy or dead object
defined by modern environmental projects as well as mainstream technologies but a “vibrant
matter” with a social life. It is produced moved and transformed in the society; it interacts and
assembles with different social actors and engages in the construction of social facts. Waste
influences the environment and society in often unexpected manners. On the one hand it constantly
challenges the existing environmental governance. On the other hand it provokes the reproduction

of alternative technologies notions practices and actions.
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