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“Life Up”: Beliefs in the Love Outlook of New Women
—MSs. Shafei’s Diary and Others from the

Perspective of Social History

HANG Su-hong

Abstract: The emergence of romantic love is an important social phenome-
non in the period of the Republic of China, which has caused extensive discus-
sion and practice in the intellectual and public opinion circles, especially for
the new women. From the perspective of social history, this article explores the
concept of love in the classic text of feminist literature by Ding Ling, Ms. Sha
Fei’ s Diary, and her personal emotional experience in seeking spiritual love.
And it finds the three meanings of the love of the new women — the body, the
new world, and the belief. Love evokes the new women’s desire for the body,
their desire for the new world, and their longing for the noble spirit at the same
time. Among these three, the longing for the noble spirit is the decisive factor
for the establishment of love. Because of this, “love” must be beyond the ordi-
nary scope of daily life and point to a more spiritual and abstract belief-type ex-
istence.

Keywords: View of Love; Ding Ling; the New Woman; Belief
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