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Abstract ‘“Forging a sense of the Chinese na—
tional community ”is an important part of the con—
struction of a social psychological service system in
ethnic regions. The “Pattern of Diversity in Unity
of the Chinese Nation” proposed by Fei Xiaotong
provided an academic rationale for making the eth—
nic policy of China. “The common ingroup identity
model” developed by Samuel L. Gaetner and John
F. Dovidio coincides with Fei Xiaotong’ s idea of
“Diversity in Unity” and “a sense of community”
proposed by the party and state.

In this study we try to explore pathways to
consolidate a sense of the Chinese nation from the
perspective of the construction of a social psycho—
logical service system based on the common in-
group identity model. In this article the following
pathways are proposed:

i) By forming an inclusive common ingroup
people will see both themselves and other ethnic
members as ingroup members of the common in—
group thus enhancing their Chinese national iden—
tity and strengthening a sense of community for the
Chinese nation. ii) Similarity produces attraction:
this is the so-called similarity effect. The more
similar people are the easier it is to form a com-
mon ingroup. To consolidate awareness of commu—
nity for the Chinese nation it is necessary to en—
hance the similarity among people from different
ethnic groups and reduce the differences thus fa-
cilitating mutual attraction among them. iii) The

common ingroup identity model proposes that the

108

features specified by Allport’s (1954) contact hy—

pothesis (i. e. common goal equal status sys—
tem support) have a huge impact on the formation
of a common ingroup. These features should also
be taken into consideration when trying to consoli—
date a sense of the Chinese national community.
People from different ethnic groups in China should
share common goals and values so we can estab—

and more fre—

The

common ingroup identity model posits that inter—

lish contacts with social equals

quently interact with each other. And iv)

group interdependence such as cooperation and
common fate can reduce bias by transforming mem—
bers’ cognitive representations of the memberships
from separate groups into one common ingroup i—
dentity. The Chinese nation is a community with a
shared future. Historically all ethnic groups have
had interdependent relationships with each other
which provides a solid foundation for forging a
sense of community for the Chinese nation. To
consolidate a sense of the Chinese national commu-—
nity under the current circumstances all people
from different ethnic groups no matter Han or eth—
nic minorities  should deeply understand the
shared future and make efforts to forge a sense of
community for the Chinese nation.

Key Words: forging the sense of community
for the Chinese nation; construction of psychologi—
cal service system; the common ingroup identity

model



