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Financial Research from the Perspective of Sociology:

Development History and Major Topics

YANG Dian OUYANG Xuanyu
( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China; School of Sociology
University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 102488 China)

Abstract: Sociological research on financial phenomena ( the sociology of finance) has become a rapidly developing
field since the 1980s which reflects the historical process of deepening financialization and rising financial capitalism in
Western capitalist countries since the 1980s. The influence of financialization is not limited to the economic field but a
process of fullscale expansion to politics economy society and culture which leads to the trend of financialization in the
entire social life shaping the research topics and orientation of philosophy and social sciences and providing a strong
empirical foundation and theoretical basis for the rise of the sociology of finance. This paper traces and analyzes the
empirical foundation and historical context of the emergence and development of sociology of finance sorts out and
summarizes the achievements and progress of sociology of finance accumulated in the theoretical and empirical research
and proposes key directions and major topics that need to be further studied in the future based on Chinas unique financial
system and rich financial practices.

Keywords: Financialization; Financial capitalism; Sociology of finance

JEL Codes: A12; Al4; 713

Antitrust in the Field of Platform Economy:

Theoretical Framework and Critical Issues

DU Chuang
( Institute of Economics Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100836 China)

Abstract: This article combines the general principles of platform economics ( the theory of multi-sided markets) and
China’s practice to analyze some antitrust hotspots and in-depth issues in the field of platform economy in China. The main
conclusions are as follows. First for the analysis of hot issues such as unfair price competition below—cost sales
exclusivity price discrimination and data compatibility it is not sufficient to simply apply ordinary product market
economics and the analysis must be based on platforms cross—side network externalities. Otherwise wrong judgments may
be drawn. Second the fundamental status of competition policy is becoming increasingly important as China steps into the
new development stage. Platform companies have become an important component of China’s microeconomic structure and
antitrust issues in the platform economy are unavoidable. The importance of platform economy in leading high—quality
development needs to be traded off against efficiency losses caused by monopolistic platforms. We suggest paying close

attention to the conflicts between platforms” cross-industry behaviors and existing regulatory systems based on individual
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