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Propensity: A Local Perspective of Understanding

Philanthropy in China
LI Rong-rong ZHANG Jie-ying

Abstract: This paper presents the specific encounter between traditional

charity and state power by describing the process of the establishment and re-

- 217 -

(C)1994-2022 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved. http://www

.cnki



it X B —MEMIARLENA LA

construction of a NGO from the perspective of “propensity”’. By analyzing vari-
ous situations shaping the complex philanthropy situation, this paper discusses
the possibility of taking “propensity” as an analytical perspective to understand
the social changes of contemporary China. As an analytical perspective, “propen-
sity” transcends the opposition of “static—dynamic”, “being—emerging” and “sit-
uation—evolution” on the one hand, and breaks through the opposition of “mac-
ro—micro” and “totality—individual” on the other hand. Thus, we can introduce
a perspective of focusing on the dynamics as well as “people” and their agen-
cies for the “state—society” framework. As a local concept and analytical per-
spective, the significance of “propensity” in social science research is worthy of
further discussion.

Keywords: propensity; state—society; mores; philanthropy; moral
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