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Relative Poverty and Just Transition from the Perspective of Ecology

ZHANG Qian
(Institute of Sociology,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract; With the comprehensive victory of China’s fight against poverty,relative poverty has become the focus of future
work. Many scholars have made in-depth discussions on the definition and standards of relative poverty, as well as its
situation.distribution and causes. the adjustment of its alleviation strategies and a long-term mechanism to solve it in
China’s rural areas. Viewing relative poverty from the angle of relative deprivation, environmental problems are an
important inducement. However,there are few related studies in China. On the basis of previous studies and cases., this
paper attempts to explain how environmental problems induce relative poverty,and expounds the significance and related
concepts of its research from the environmental point of view. According to different characteristics of environmental
problems, relative poverty can be divided into two categories: relative poverty caused by environmental damage and relative
poverty caused by ecological protection. The former mainly refers to the poverty caused by external factors brought by
economic activities to the ecology, including the health loss, income reduction and risk of vulnerable groups caused by
environmental pollution and unreasonable use of natural resources. The latter refers to the relative poverty caused by
policies aimed at restoring ecology and slow down global climate change. In this process, some people have to sacrifice
their economic interests and development opportunities,such as unemployment and income reduction caused by ecological
compensation policies and a series of policies to achieve the peak of carbon dioxide emissions in the future. Based on these
two environmental relative poverties, this paper discusses the inevitability and rationality of the concept of just transition,
with a view to providing some reference for a long-term solution mechanism for relative poverty in the future.
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