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Reconsideration of Issue Concerning Misalignment in Subjective and

Objective Classes: From Identity to Class
ZHANG Yan & WANG Jun-xiu

( Institute of Sociology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract: The issue of misalignment in subjective and objective classes has existed for a long time. This article propo—
ses a research path from identity to class for a discussion from the perspectives of standard and identity. CGSS2013 data in—
dicate that the misalignment in subjective and objective classes is not only related to the lower status identity and the medi—
um and lower class identity but also related to the discrepancy in objective stratification standard and subjective stratifica—
tion standard. Absolutely objective indicators can better explain subjective identity yet relatively objective indicators can
better explain subjective class. In addition objective identity indirectly affects subjective class through subjective identity
and the adjustment of institutional structure can change status identity and even class identity. As a subjective reflection of
the status of objective class further interpretation and analysis can be made to the issue misalignment in subjective and ob—
jective classes so as to deepen the understanding the social mentality of citizens and to enhance social cohesion.

Key Words: social classes; social status; class identity; status identity
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