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Abstract ; Public provision of childcare means that the government recognizes its responsibility in providing childcare and aims to ensure
that all children have access to high-quality and affordable childcare services. It primarily involves the government investing public funds
in the supply side of childcare services. When the funding for service provision is fully or partially covered by public funds, various so-
cialization strategies can be employed, including public ownership and operation, and different forms of public-private partnership mod-
els. Since 2010, China has made significant progress in the socialization of childcare services. The overall approach involves integrating
childcare services into the framework of public services and providing them as a (mixed) public good or service to children and fami-
lies. Due to resource constraints, different services have been developed, such as universal non-basic public services for children aged
3-5 and non-basic public services 0-2, by following different models of public provision. That is because under the overall policy frame-
work ,local governments, which bear the main responsibility for the supply of childcare services,have undergone institutional restructuring
based on their specific contexts, resulting in different local practices. In any event,both the central and local governments still face signif-

icant challenges in further promoting the public provision of childcare services.
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