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Resource Mobilization Theory and Its Research Dimensions

SHI Da-jian''?, LI Xiang-ping®
(1. School of Liberal Arts, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444; 2. Sociology Department, Guangxi Normal
University, Guilin 541004; 3. Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract; Resource mobilization theory appeared in the 1970s, mainly a reflection on the flourishing
Western social movements in the 1960s. It subverted the non-rational assumptions of the traditional social
movement theory, and raised the rational assumption. Resource mobilization theory has two main research
orientations: the analysis of resource mobilization and of the mobilization background. During its self-de-
velopment and self-improvement, resource mobilization theory formed three research dimensions: resource
mobilization, members mobilization, and framework mobilization, and demonstrated strong comprehensive
capacity of theory. Therefore, it is a useful perspective from which mass protests can be researched.

Key words: social movement; resource mobilization; members mobilize ; framework mobilization
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