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Institutional Changes, Revolutionary Discourses and

Squire Power in the Early Period of the 20th Century
Wang Xianming

Abstract: Since the institutional changes for the “New Deal” had been become the institutional base of squire power’ s expansion,
the squires became more and more powerful in the system of “New Deal”, at the same fime, social contradictions and conflict of
interests incident to the change accumulated constantly. After Qing dynasty as the institutional target of the revolution had been de-
throned, the gentries as the new undertaker for all the social disadvantages had been certainly stricken in National Revolution and
in the subsequent more profound revolutionary. The Kuomintang abandoned the revolutionary aim of “striking local lords and evil
geniry down” but tumed to reconstruct the political system for the national power to penetrate the countryside after the “Big Revo-
lutionary” . The Communist Party controlled gradually the political life in the rural areas by the agrarian revolution and “village
election politics”, then, the gentries had been dropt out the historical stage which was a signal for end of an era.

Key Words: Squire Power; Institutional Changes; Revolutionary Discourses; The Early Period of the 20th Century
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