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A4k, 1998,

[ Abstract] Based on the field investigation, this paper, from the perspective of sociology, inquires
into the issue whether there is any relevance between “empty nest” and the “loneliness” of the old
people in urban area. Furthermore, it analyses how factors from family and society influence the
formation of the “loneliness” of those people. The results are: firstly, statistically speaking, there’s
no relevance between “empty nest” and the “loneliness” of those old people; secondly, most of the
old people choose “empty nest” of their own accord; Thirdly, the fact that children and old parents
live separately doesn’t mean the impairment of their inter-generation relationship; Fourthly, the
most important factors which greatly influence the “loneliness” of the old are marriage (that is to
say whether they have spouses or not), their satisfaction with their children’s support and attendance,
whether their children are dutiful, and so on. Through the analysis, a conclusion can be drawn out
that, among all the factors mentioned above, the most influential ones are, whether the old people
have spouses or not and whether their children.

[ key words]] empty nest, The “loneliness” of the old people, Interaction between generations.
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