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The Sociological Perspective of White-collar Class

ZHENG Rui
(College of Public Administration, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan 410081, China)

Abstract: Although white-collar class has attracted the attention of numerous researchers, but the academic circle does not form
the unified understanding until now. There is a divergent situation in the process of researching the white-collar class. This article has
analyzed the research history of Western white-collar class and the development of white-collar class in China. From the sociological
perspective, white-collar class: Its member has the higher education degree and engages a good occupation which belongs to the
mental and professional labor; it has formed the unique life-style (or taste) and is in above- average social reputation in Chinese
society; it belongs to the medium income social stratum in specific communities.

Key words: White-collar class; Occupation; Social reputation; Income level
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