Abstract: Based on field researches, this paper studies a case in which people in a city in California vote to decide

whether a private plantation can be turned into a commercial project. The relationship between experience and ex-
pression is used as the frame of analysis. The author argues that the inner relationship between a city and its in-
habitants is established by a sense of locality. Such a relationship is not given, but rather developed through ex-

pressions of the experiences in community life.
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