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On the Politicization of the Social Issues of Immigration in France:
A Political Sociology Perspective

SONG Quan-cheng
(Institute of Migration Studies, Department of Sociology, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract; The politicization of the social issues about immigrants in France includes the following. First, the com-
mon people become more concerned with the social and political rights of the immigrants. Second, the social prob-
lems concerning immigration have become the focus of attention for the middle and lower political constituents, as
well as the core political issues in all the previous parliamentary elections. Third, the social issues of the immi-
grants have resulted in the rapid rise of the right - wing political parties in French politics and changed the mass
foundation of the traditional political parties. Fourth, such issues deeply affect the establishment and implementa-
tion of some social policies in France. Fifth, the issues get increasingly entangled in such political problems as na-
tionality act, citizenship, voting rights, and others. The prospects of the politicization of the social issues about the
immigrants in France are: immigration will be more closely related to French politics; the immigrants”associations
will play a greater political role in France; the campaign for a " new citizenship" of equal rights and the movement
against the mainstream society in an extreme way will intensify the contradictions between the republicanism and
pluralism in French political culture. ‘ i

Key words: France; issues about the immigrants; politicization; immigration policy; immigrants” associations;
French politics.
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