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Social Research and Problem Consciousness
QIU Li-ping
( Sociological Department of Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract; The author thinks that only having “problem consciousness” in social research can we avoid the negative

academic atmosphere of low level repetitive study. The “problems” in social research should be those which the existing

“stock of knowledge” can’t solve or explain. In addition, the author thinks “problem solving” is not a technical or mathe-

matical issue, but a problem itself; a logical process of questioning is from research field to research topics, then research

issues as well, while the motivated explanation of theories on solving problems relies on “problem consciousness”. To es-

tablish our “problem consciousness” , a scientific skepticism must be the premise, the knowledge structure of the research-

ers is the determinants, and the document review of the existing researches is the basis.

Key Words: Social Research; Problem; Problem Consciousness
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