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Social Network and Nonagricultural Migration of Peasants Households:

Empirical Analysis Based on 2006 CGSS

LU Yilong
(The School of Sociology & Population Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Nonagricultural migration is important composition of rural development. Migration policies
and systems of labor market have impacts on the scale and rate of nonagricultural migration from macro
level, while social network as social capital of households and human resource capital of individual com-
posite micro mechanism. Empirical analysis shows that there is a “ break ir market” mechanism in the
process of nonagricultural migration, that is, co-evolution mechanism between peasants households
and market, in which social network doesn t provide information and personal helps for getting post
tions, but playing general roles as social capital in interaction of individual with market. Education de
gree in human resource capital has positive impacts on chances and effects of nonagricultural migration
The enlightenment is that integrated labor market system and social system reform are needed to pro-
mote ordered and stable nonagricultural migration, and it is more important that government should
continue to increase investment in rural education.
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