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A Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis of Influence Factor of

Social Poverty among the Elderly
YANG Ju - hua, JIANG Xiang — qun, CHEN Zhi ~ guang
(Center for Population and Development Studies of Renmin University , Beijing, 100872, China)

Abstract ; This paper attempts to explore the correlates of the prevalence of social poverty ( defined as poor health and frequent
loneliness) among the elderly age 65 + in transitional China. Drawing on both qualitative and quantitative data, it aims to shed
light on a better understanding of the role that family and public welfare factors play in the elderly poverty, while taking into ac-
count individual and contextual background. Model results suggest that household context and public welfare are important associ-
ates of both physical health and psychological comfort of the elderly; those who live alone, widowed, without a son or without
children at all are more likely to suffer from poor health and emotional loneliness. Findings also demonstrate that daily living
sources, personality, and life — style of the elderly are strong correlates of their risk of suffering from social poverty. Such findings
have profound policy implications for the improvements of the wellbeing of the elderly.

Key Words:family change ,elderly,social poverty,health status ,mental support, public welfare



