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Abstract: Based on the field work of the SS Incident, this paper examines at the
micro level the behavioral interacion among the partidpants and the
progression of the action logic analyzes the alternating effects of the interest-/
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value related factors, and explains when, why, and how the bystanders stepped
in and out of the collective action — in response to the observations of the
scholars at home and abroad. The condusions reported in the paper are: The
transition of the stakeholders’ action goal from self interest seeking to moral
value endorsement opened up an opportunity for the bystanders to participate;

it was the values that served as the essential drive for summoning the
bystanders into the collective action; consideration of self-interest played a
significant role in the decision making by the losers when facing the dilemma
between taking direct losses to themselves or endorsing social values, at which
point the bystanders would soon choose to quit and the collective adion was to

«

end aurently, the “value interest regressive effect” is an important
suppressive mechanism in the value oriented collective adion triggered by an
accidental event; and the value oriented collective action in a transitive China
does not fit the colledive action theory in the Western world
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