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The Reform of Hukou System in Chinese Cities and the Social Inclusion of Floating Population

Li Tao, Ren Yuan
School of Social Development and Public Policy of Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China

Abstract: Hukou system in China is the institutional core of the dual structure of the urban and the rural and is the main
institutional barrier against the temporary migrant’s social inclusion into the urban society. The present hukou system caused
a series of discriminatory exclusions against the temporary migrants in public service and social welfare. Though China has
adopted some reforms in hukou system after the open and reform policy in the early 1980s, there are still discriminatory
barriers against the temporary migrants’ citizenship. It is an important policy target for China to put forward hukou system
reform and help the temporary migrants’ melt into the urban, and the policies in the 4 following aspects should be
seriously considered: 1. Gradually disconnect the social welfares with hukou system; 2.Adopt progressive reform to let the
temporary migrants enjoy more and more the social welfares and public services; 3.To have more the institutional
approaches for the immigrants to local urban households; 4.the correlative interaction between the hukou system of the
urban and that of the larger region.
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