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[ FRFE HRT
D eterm inants of the RuralM en s Possbility of FirstM arriage in China:
A Perspective of Social N etwork

LIU Li- gé, JIN Xiao— y?
(A .S chool of M anagement of X ian Jiaotong University
B. School of Public P oliey and Adm inisiraton of X idn Jaotong Unwersity, X idn Shaanxi 710049 China )

Abstract In the context of male surplus n the m arriage marke; if aman possesses more socil network resources before
m arriage does itmean an ncrease n hs opportun ities to get to know wan en and to receve ban support therby increas
ing hs chance ofm ak ing his fistm arriage W e use suwvey data from X County of AnhuiPwovince to explore the detem 1
nants of first m arriage risk br 18— to— 50— year— ol mralmaks in tems of social nework The results show that Age at
fistm arriage formen n mralawas & concentrated n the nterval beween 22 and 27 years old Unm arried m en aged 28
and odey called " bare branches", have becane a vulherable group i them arriage m atket because their probab ility of get
ting m arried declines sharply A man€ personal characterstics and possession of resources nclhid ng his pre— m arital so-
cial netvork econan ic and non— econom i chamacteristics family and canmunity factors are lkely to affect he risk hat
hemarries i general the chance that thosemenw ith poorer characterstics and resources enter a fist m arriage is much
less than others W e offer policy suggestins to raise people§ concem about hem arriage and lving conditions of okl unmar
ried men n mmral areas and mpoving heirwell- being

K ey W ords rek of firstm arriage social neworks old unmarried men n wral areas
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