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The Theory and Method of Literary Anthropology

—The Anthropological Turn of China$s Literary Thought
YE Shu - xian
( Shanghai Jiaotong University Shanghai 200240 China;

Research Institute of Literature Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)
Abstract: The multi — cultural perspective comes from the cultural anthropology that arose rapidly in the
20th century. Now China’ s literary idea and thoughts turn to the multi — perspectives which can be gen—
eralized as an “anthropological turn”. This paper surveys the literary theory and comparative literature
and sorts out the academic idea and paradigm. The view of “local knowledge” gives a reform of the multi
— cultural perspective of literature reflecting the theoretical forming and practice of literary anthropolo—
gy. By analysis of the status quo of literary anthropology and comments on “Yellow Emperors Style Youx—
iong” the way of fourfold proof can have a bright future in the researches of humanities.
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