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Comments on Recent Thoughts about China’ s
“Demographic Dividend Disappearance and Aging Crisis”

Hou Dongmin

Abstract: By saying that “India will surpass China in demographic dividend ” the Western
thought has turned population problems of developing countries to “demographic dividend. ” This
paper briefly reviews some Western studies that leads to the Western thought on the relationship be—
tween population and economy. It concludes that similar studies by Chinese scholars which reach a
conclusion that demographic dividend contributed 27% China’ s economic growth have serious
flaws. While “getting old before getting rich” may be one of the characteristics of population aging in
China  many unique factors make the aging effects in China much weaker than that in the West. Ag-
ing in the West has been so far accompanied by increasing unemployment problem and whether
transitional China with 200 million surplus labors will face similar problem should have caught more
aftention. Currently the lagged effects of population growth of China have entered its fully demon-
strated period. If China’ s population policy changes to encourage population growth it will be a big
mistake.
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Tablel Population Age Structure Dependency Ratio and the Adjusted Dependency Ratio in China

65
0~14 15~59
% %

( ) (%) (%) (%) (%) : ) 3 ( )
1982 10.04 33.6  58.8 7.6 4.9 70.1 1~1.5 105 ~ 128
2010 13.61 19 68.3  12.7 8.5 46.5 1.5~2 80 ~ 106
2050 13.73  15.4  53.3  31.3 23.3  (87.6) 63 49 0 49 ~63
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Table 3 Prospects of Future Labor Surplus in China
2010 2020 2030 2040 2050
15 ~ 64 9.9 9.8 9.0 9.0(15 ~69 )
15 ~59 9.2
84% 7.7 8.3 8.2 7.6 7.5
0 -0.1  -0.1
7.7 8.2 8.1 7.6 7.5
5.7 6.2 6.6 6.9 7.2
2 2 1.5 0.7 0.3
2006; 2
0 84%
84% . @
2008 83% 73% 61%
20% 15 ~24 40% 2010 12630 . 2040
90% 40% 15 ~24 65% 14797 2010 ~2040 30 2000
2010 ~2020 2020 ~2030 . 2050 45% . 3
84%
@2010 15 ~59 15 ~ 64 . 2050 69 (
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