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Cities of China

Liu Yan Zhao Yandong

Abstract: An analysis of the survey data about the Chinese public perception of
risks in transitional society showed characteristics of regional differences and
three risk structures a triple risk composite with a high level of uncertainty, a
double risk composite with a medium level of uncertainty, and a single risk with
a low level of uncertainty, all coexisting as sodal risks. The public were
generally aware of single risks with low uncertainty but they were least aware
of the triple risk composite with high uncertainty. Those with higher education
were more aware of the high uncertainty in the triple risk composite, whereas
those at the bottom social strata were more aware of the uncertainty associated
with single risks. The distributive structure of the public perception of the
three risk types contained the Chinese public perception of the coexistence of
multiple risks, redprocal influences, and interadive dynamics, which pragjected
the risks during the transitional process of the Chinese society.
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