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New Generation of Migrant Workers:
Living in City Between the Push and Pull

Guo Xinghua Wang Jiasi

Abstract This article attempts to use “push and pull theory” as an analytical framework to explain the huge flow of new
generation of migrant workers. Compared with the first generation of migrant workers rural area still give the new genera—
tion the “push” power but the “pull” power is getting smaller and smaller; the city give the new generation both more and
more “pull” and “push” more than the first generation of migrant workers. On this basis we propose the institutional factor
among the “push and pull” causes is unreasonable. Urban and rural household registration system and the discrimination
cause too much “push” and the excessive concentration of resources in large cities led to too much “pull” as well. To fun—
damentally solve the problems of migrant workers we propose two solutions: on the one hand liberalization of restrictions
on rural-urban residence is a fundamental way but the prerequisite is to solve the problem of the huge city about the too
much “pull”; on the other hand the “population exit mechanism” of the huge city is urgently needed.
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