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The Powers of Intimate Companions Probing the Meisinas that Affect Sense of Gender Equality

Xu Angi

Family Study Center at the Institute, Shanghai Acayl of Social Sciences

Abstract: On the basis of comparing and reflectingdiverse measurements of conjugal powers, this
study uses "who, on the whole, wields more powérdeaision in the household" as the dependent
variable, and operationalizes the resources hypisthéhe analysis of cultural norms, the theory of
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marriage dependence and satisfaction, and the gmoperspective of power as multidimensional
interpretational variables. The results of analgzimban and rural samples in China's Shanghai and
Lanzhou indicate that socioeconomic resources aaaducation and income had no great significance
between spouses, and that interviewees who cotddbmore efforts to the household, were good
housekeepers, and received more support from vetatvielded more powers of decision. The party
who depends upon and needs marriage is more wilifgrgo family powers. Local subcultural and
cultural norms have a significant influence on cgaj powers. However, parties who wield greater
family powers do not necessarily express satigiactith their gender equality in the family; the
individual's autonomous power rather than relaigever is more predictive of satisfaction with gende
equality.
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