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State Authority, Urban Housing and Social Stratification

— Centering on the Housing Construction in Nanjing of the Republic of China

Chen Yungian

Abstract: In 1927 Nanjing became the capital of the Republic of China again. With the development

of a model capital construction, urban housing construction became a crucial part of national imaging—

building as well as city planning. After the Capital Planning planned and districted the city in detail, the

city government of Nanjing launched a large —scale campaign of housing construction. The difference in

housing standard determines both resident composition of different areas and social stratification. The spatial

layout of urban housing in Nanjing started to change from that by conventional natural division to that by

social stratification. Obviously, modern state authority has a profound impact on the construction, control

and transformation of cities, not only on citizens” life and national image but also on social stratification and

spatial transformation, which is an essential embodiment of modernity.

Keywords: Nanjing of the Republic of China; housing construction; state authority; social stratification
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