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Another Way of Being Modern-Everyday Lives and Self Practices of Those Female Sex Workers
in the Urbanized Pearl River Delta area From the Rural

DING Yu
Department of Sociology and Social Work, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, Guangdong

Abstract: Economic factors are often regarded as the key driving force of the rural-to-urban female’s migration and their
entry into the sex industry. However, abundant narratives can be identified behind the economic poverty of the rural-to
urban female migrants. A field survey of the female sex workers in the Pearl River Delta area, South China,
demonstrates these female’s desires to melt into the urban and modernization as well as their strong desire of relocating
themselves in China’s fast social and economic development behind these narratives. However the present law and rules
system and other institutional barriers prevent them from raising their social status, from winning opportunities for their
upward social mobility on one hand and the social morality stigmatize these rural female migrants engaging in prostitution on
the other hand. Thus the minor genres of resistances in their everyday lives are used to express their desires, gender
identity, self esteem to resist against the gender and class stereotypes.
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